Dear Readers,

We are currently all facing an unprecedented change of our daily routines due to the lockdown measures in connection with the global spread of COVID-19. In addition to the corresponding challenges on the personal and society level, this topic is of course also relevant in the actuarial domain, and its long-term impact on the insurance industry is still to be seen. From an actuarial research perspective, the recent developments brought some seemingly 'old' topics again more onto the surface and let new ones emerge. More than ever, it is an important responsibility for scientific journals to ensure the publication of thorough, thoughtful and at the same time innovative contributions to build up the scientific knowledge and understanding, which can then also guide practical actuarial decision-making related to these topics. I do hope that the dialogue between theory and practice that is advocated by the European Actuarial Journal can be a catalyst for this process, and the journal welcomes respective submissions of researchers, and suggestions for important topics by practitioners. Some first such contributions are currently already under review.

Travel restrictions in this period have led to an increased advent of online conferences and seminars, which---despite the obvious disadvantages of the lack of physical scientific gatherings---makes it easier and less time-consuming to participate in this process of knowledge exchange and development. Hopefully this can also turn out to be an opportunity to be seized, giving new ideas for additional efficient ways to interact scientifically in the future. As far as our bi-annual EAJ Conference is concerned, you may have heard already from our colleagues in Lisbon that, due to the travel restrictions in this period, the conference unfortunately can not take place as originally planned. However, we are glad that it is not cancelled, but only shifted by a year: it is now planned for September 8--9, 2021 (for updated information see <https://eaj2020lisbon.org/>). The organizers and EAJ editors hope to see many of you in Lisbon next year!

In its (this time online) Annual Assembly, the DGVFM has just awarded its Gauss Prize 2019 (for the best paper in EAJ in that calendar year) to Christian Furrer (University of Copenhagen and PFA Pension, Denmark) for his paper "Experience rating in the classic Markov chain life insurance setting: An empirical Bayes and multivariate frailty approach", which appeared in Issue 9 (pp.31--58) of the EAJ together with two practitioners' discussions. Congratulations to Christian for his excellent contribution! Thanks to our publisher Springer, the award-winning paper will be available on the journal webpage as an open-access article for the next 6 months. We encourage researchers to submit contributions for the next edition---the Gauss Prize 2020 will be awarded to one of the papers that appeared in EAJ in 2020!

Bridging actuarial theory and practice is among the main goals of EAJ, and in light of the received feedback, in this direction the introduction of printed practitioner's discussions on EAJ papers was quite a success. So far we had 3 discussions in each issue that add interesting aspects from practice on the papers and indicate relevant additional research directions to pursue. I would like to encourage practitioners to continue submitting their insight and contribution in that way, and I would like to remind that in many European countries one can also earn CPD points by doing so.

Let me finally take this opportunity to thank all authors, referees and editors for their enthusiastic and continuing support for the EAJ over the last year. As usual, any feedback or suggestions are welcome!

Lausanne, April 2020

Hansjörg Albrecher
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